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NOMINATIONS OF TENNESSEE INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS FOR DESIGNATION AS  

ALTERNATIVE FUELS CORRIDORS  

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

The Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT), in coordination with the Tennessee Department of 

Environment and Conservation (TDEC), is pleased to nominate two interstate corridors in Tennessee (I-

26 and I-81) for designation as Alternative Fuels Corridors for compressed natural gas (CNG) and 

electricity (DCFC). These nominations apply to each corridor in their entirety across the state. With this 

nomination, TDOT will have completed nominations for all primary Tennessee interstate highways. 

These two interstate corridors, if designated, would join I-24, I-40, I-65, and I-75 as Corridor-Pending 

segments of Alternative Fuels Corridors in Tennessee. I-40 was designated after first round of 

nominations, and I-24, I-65, and I-75 were designated after the second round. 

The State of Tennessee, since 2017, has participated in the United States Department of Transportation’s 

(USDOT) Alternative Fuels Corridor program that designates national plug-in electric vehicle charging 

and hydrogen, propane, and natural gas fueling corridors in strategic locations along major highways to 

improve the mobility of alternative fuel vehicles. As of April 2019, Tennessee obtained designation for 

four corridors: I-24, I-40, I-65, and I-75. The following corridor statuses are current as of 2018. I-24 is 

considered Corridor-Ready for electric and compressed natural gas. For electric, I-40 is considered 

Corridor-Pending from Memphis to Nashville and Corridor-Ready from Nashville to Knoxville. 

Tennessee’s entire length of I-40 is considered corridor pending for compressed natural gas. I-65 is 

considered Corridor-Pending for electric and compressed natural gas north of Nashville and Corridor- 

Pending south of Nashville. I-75 is considered Corridor-Pending for electric and Corridor-Ready for 

compressed natural gas. 

In 2020, the State of Tennessee will support the goals of the USDOT to complete the network of charging 

infrastructure for designated corridors through the development of a framework for fuel providers and 

purchasers. In October 2019, TDOT in collaboration with TDEC, North Carolina and Arkansas applied 

for an $80,000 federal grant to create a strategic plan for I-40 corridor electric vehicle charging and 

compressed natural gas station deployment. The plan, expected to be completed by November 2020, will 

serve as a framework for galvanizing stakeholder support for alternative fuels to inform Tennessee, North 

Carolina and Arkansas and for other corridors. 

The following information applies to the nominations for both interstate corridors.  
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Lead State Agency Originating the Nominations 

• Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) 

o Dan Pallme, Assistant Chief of Environment & Planning Bureau 

o Daniel.Pallme@tn.gov  

o Contact Number: 615-741-4031 

State Agency with Jurisdiction over I-26 and I-81 

• Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) 

• TDOT Cover Letter Included in Appendix  

Alternative Fuels Projected to be Used along the I-26 and I-81 Corridors 

• Electricity (DCFC)   

• Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)  

 

The narrative below describes each interstate corridor separately and provides the information requested 

in the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) announcement.  
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A. I-81 

A.1 I-81 – Corridor Proposed for Designation 

TDOT nominates I-81 in Tennessee for designation as an Alternative Fuels Corridor for both electricity 

and CNG under Section 1413 of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. Tennessee’s 

segment of I-81 begins at the Virginia state line near Bristol and ends at the interchange with I-40 in 

Dandridge (east of Knoxville).  

In submitting the nomination of this corridor, TDOT and partners in Tennessee have also considered the 

proximity and potential utility of alternative fuels recharging/refueling locations in neighboring states 

along or near the same interstate corridor. Travelers using these fuels along an interstate corridor are 

likely more interested in locations where they can obtain their particular alternative fuel, and less 

interested in the specific state that contains those locations. As a result, we have included relevant 

recharging/refueling locations just beyond the Tennessee border on our GIS maps to demonstrate the 

extension of designated corridors beyond state lines, where applicable. 

Designating I-81 in Tennessee would demonstrate progress in closing corridor aps between Virginia, 

West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New York, where I-81 terminates at the United States-

Canada border. 

 

A.2.  Description of Interstate 81 (I-81) Corridor  

I-81 is approximately 815 miles long, 75 miles of which are within Tennessee. This corridor connects 

Dandridge, TN to the Canadian border, providing connections to I-40 and Canada’s Highway 401 at each 

terminus. Although I-81 is a predominately rural route, it is  a vital alternative route, particularly for  the 

freight and trucking industry. Urbanized areas along the corridor include Harrisburg, PA and Syracuse, 

NY.  

In the Eastern U.S., I-81 intersects with I-90, I-88, I-86, I-84, I-80, I-78, I-76, I-83, I-70, I-66, I-64, I-77, 

I-26, and I-40, in addition to several auxiliary interstates and highways. For both electric and CNG, 

significant portions of I-81 have been previously designated as Corridor-Pending or Corridor-Ready.  

 

A.3. Major Metropolitan Areas Located Along the I-81 Corridor 

The I-81 corridor passes through Lakeway, Kingsport, and Bristol, three of the largest urban areas in 

Tennessee. Bristol and Kingsport metropolitan areas are considered part of the “Tri-Cities” region of east 

Tennessee due to their proximity to one another. Lakeway is located near the Knoxville Transportation 

Planning Organization (TPO). 

Below are brief descriptions of the three major metropolitan areas along the I-81 corridor, from northwest 

to southwest: 

Bristol: The Bristol MTPO is a bi-state organization responsible for transportation planning transportation 

investments for Bristol, Tennessee and Bristol, Virginia. Parts of Sullivan County, Tennessee and 

Washington County, Virginia comprise the Bristol MTPO area. The Bristol MTPO area has a total 
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population of 42,719 – with 1,710 in Virginia, and 41,009 in Tennessee. I-81 connects Tennessee and 

Virginia through Bristol. 

Kingsport: The Kingsport MTPO is responsible for transportation policy and programming for Kingsport, 

Tennessee and is in Sullivan County, Tennessee - as is the Bristol MTPO. Kingsport and Bristol comprise 

the Kingsport-Bristol-Bristol, Tennessee-Virginia Metropolitan Statistical Area. The Kingsport MTPO 

area has a total population of 110,510 – 870 of which live in Virginia, and the remaining 109,640 in 

Tennessee. Both I-81 and I-26 converge in the Kingsport area and serve as major freight corridors in 

eastern Tennessee. 

Lakeway: The Lakeway MTPO (LAMPTO) guides long - term regional transportation planning and 

coordination for portions of the cities of Morristown, Jefferson City, and White Pine, as well as  Hamblen 

and Jefferson Counties. The Hamblen County seat, Morristown, extends into Jefferson County and has a 

2017 population of 29,446. The Lakeway MTPO covers a total population of 91,819. Lakeway is located 

between the Tri Cities area (the region comprising the cities of Kingsport, Johnson City, and Bristol) and 

the Knoxville Transportation Planning Organization and I-81 serves as the key interstate connector 

between these areas. 
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Figure 1 – Map of the I-81 Corridor 
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Figure 2 – Map of the I-81 Corridor to Knoxville, TN 
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B. I-26  

B.1 I-26 Corridor Proposed for Designation 

TDOT nominates I-26 in Tennessee for designation as an Alternative Fuels Corridor for both electricity 

and CNG under Section 1413 of the FAST Act. Tennessee’s segment of I-26 begins in Kingsport, 

Tennessee, at the convergence of TN-23 and TN-11Wand ends at the Tennessee-North Carolina border 

near Flag Pond, TN. This corridor terminates at the United States eastern coast in Charleston, SC. 

In submitting the nomination of this corridor, TDOT and partners in Tennessee have also considered the 

proximity and potential utility of alternative fuels recharging/refueling locations in neighboring states 

along or near the same interstate corridor. Travelers using these fuels along an interstate corridor are 

likely more interested in locations where they can obtain their particular alternative fuel, and less 

interested in the specific state that contains those locations. As a result, we have included relevant 

recharging/refueling locations just beyond the Tennessee  border on our GIS maps to demonstrate the 

extension of designated corridors beyond state lines. Tennessee’s  segment of I-26 in Tennessee is one of 

the remaining segments to be designated as Corridor- Pending for electricity and CNG. 

 

B.2. Description of Interstate 26 (I-26) Corridor  

 

In its entirety, I-26 is approximately 317 miles long, connecting Kingsport, TN to Charleston, SC. It also 

runs through North Carolina, by way of Asheville. Regionally, I-26 provides critical connections to I-81, 

I-40, I-85, I-20, I-77, and I-95, among other auxiliary interstates and highways.  

Although I-26 covers just over 54 miles in Tennessee, this is the final phase to ensure the entire corridor 

is designated for both electricity and CNG . The corridor spans from the northeastern Tennessee border, 

through eastern North Carolina, and cuts diagonally across South Carolina until reaching the coast. In 

Tennessee, urbanized areas along I-26 include Kingsport and Johnson City.  

 

B.3. Major Metropolitan Areas Located Along the I-26 Corridor 

The I-26 corridor passes through two of the largest urban areas in Tennessee: Kingsport and Johnson City 

Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organizations (MTPOs). Kingsport and Johnson City metropolitan 

areas are considered part of the “Tri-Cities” region of east Tennessee due to their proximity to one 

another. Below are brief descriptions of the two major metropolitan areas along the I-26 corridor, from 

northwest to southeast: 

Kingsport: Please see the description above under Section A.2.b of the I-81 corridor nomination. 

Johnson City: The Johnson City MTPO is responsible for transportation planning activities of cities/towns 

of Bluff City, Elizabethton, Johnson City, Jonesborough, part of Unicoi, and parts of Carter, Sullivan, and 

Washington Counties. The Johnson City MTPO’s area has a total population of 172,419. I-26 serves as a 

key interstate connector for the Tri-Cites area to other parts of the southeastern United States. 
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Figure 3 – Map of the I-26 Corridor 
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Figure 4 – Map of the I-26 Corridor to Asheville, NC  
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Figure 5 – Map of the I-26 Corridor, Bristol and Asheville 

 

Alternative Fuel Corridor I-26, Bristol, TN and Asheville, NC 

1 

2 
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C. Freight Along I-81 and I-26 

C.1. Major Intermodal Facilities Along the I-81 and I-26 Corridors 

Major freight operations near the I-81 and I-26 corridors in Tennessee are in Johnson City, TN and 

Kingsport, TN. Both Norfolk Southern and CSX operate rail service in the area. Both CSX and Norfolk 

Southern serve rail/truck intermodal freight facilities in Kingsport, while CSX also serves a rail/truck 

intermodal facility in Johnson City. Additionally, the Tri-Cities Airport in Blountville, TN serves the 

region with an air cargo center and air/truck intermodal facility. All intermodal freight facilities in the 

region have access to markets to the southeast via I-26, and  markets to the northeast via I-81. 

 

Figure 6 - Map of TN Intermodal Facilities 

 

C.2. How I-81 & I-26 Contribute to the National Network 

The FAST Act directed the FHWA Administrator to establish a National Highway Freight Network 

(NHFN) to strategically direct Federal resources and policies toward improved performance of highway 

portions of the U.S. freight transportation system. The NHFN includes the Primary Highway Freight 

System (PHFS). The PHFS is a network of highways identified as the most critical highway portions of 

the U.S. freight transportation system, determined by measurable and objective national data. 

The I-81 corridor is included as part of the PHFS due to its critical role in the U.S. freight transportation 

system, while the I-26 corridor is included in the NHFN due to its role in providing access and 

connectivity to primary freight facilities. I-81 provides freight access through Virginia, Pennsylvania, and 

New York with secondary connections to major urban areas of the Northeast. I-26 connects the region to 
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the Port of Charleston, the 8th largest U.S. port by cargo value, along with key manufacturers in the 

Southeast. 

 

D. Planning Process for I-81 and I-26 

D.1 Why the I-81 and I-26 Corridors Are Being Proposed for Designation 

I-81 and I-26 are two of the six major interstate corridors in the state, covering the northeast portion of 

Tennessee. They extend 75.7 and 54.5 miles, respectively, and connect the cities of Johnson City, 

Kingsport, and Bristol to the interstate network. I-81 acts as the main connector of Tennessee to Virginia 

and extends southwest to I-40, allowing travel to the four major Tennessee metropolitan areas. I-26 

begins in Kingsport and works as a connector to Johnson City and, beyond Tennessee, to the cities of 

Asheville, NC and Columbia, SC. I-81 is a major connector between northeast Tennessee and major 

population centers to the northeast of the state (in conjunction with other interstate highways such as I-64 

and I-66), including Richmond, VA; Washington, D.C.; and Baltimore, MD. In terms of traffic volume, 

both interstates see high utilization comparable to other already-designated corridors in Tennessee, 

including portions of I-65 and I-40. Because of this heavy use and the crucial linkages between cities, 

states, and businesses that both corridors provide, the I-81 and I-26 corridors have great potential for 

increasing the use of alternative fuels such as compressed natural gas (CNG) and electricity. 

Designation of I-81 and I-26 would also support Tennessee in its corridor infrastructure goals. In January 

2019, Drive Electric Tennessee (DET) released the first edition of its Electric Vehicle Roadmap for the 

state. The Roadmap identifies projects and initiatives for local stakeholder implementation that will 

increase electric vehicle adoption across multiple Tennessee use cases and sectors. In November 2019, 

DET published the Statewide Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Needs Assessment to evaluate the 

condition of Tennessee’s current electric vehicle charging infrastructure, as well as to identify where new 

chargers should be placed to promote electric vehicle adoption throughout the state. The Needs 

Assessment identified both I-81 and I-26 (in addition to the already designated I-40, I-65, I-24, and I-75 

corridors) as primary corridors of focus for purposes of infrastructure build-out.  

Designation of I-81 and I-26 will provide an improved set of linkages to support Tennessee’s efforts in 

both designating all its major interstate corridors as alternative fuels corridors, as well as in building out 

corresponding infrastructure to fill in any infrastructure gaps. 

 

D.2. Type, Number, and Distance Between Existing Alternative Fuel Facilities 

D.2.a Electric Charging Stations (DC Fast Chargers) 

There will be 2 DC fast-charging stations along the I-81 corridor within Tennessee. A planned station at 

195 Van Hill Road, Greeneville, TN 37745 will bridge the gap along the I-81 corridor between the 

existing Direct Current Fast Charger (DCFC) CHAdeMO station in Dandridge, TN (40.8 miles) and the 

station in Bristol, VA (48.1 miles), which offers both CHAdeMO and SAE Combo (CCS) standards. 

There are currently 0 DC fast-charging stations along the I-26 corridor within Tennessee. The nearest 

stations are in Asheville, NC and Bristol, VA. Both stations provide plug connectors for both CHAdeMO 

and SAE Combo (CCS) standards. The two stations are 97.4 miles apart. 
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D.2.b CNG Fueling Stations  

There are no public CNG stations along I-81 that are within five miles of the interstate from its inception 

at I-40 near Dandridge, TN all the way up to the Pennsylvania border (i.e., there are no public CNG 

stations within 150 miles of the TN-VA border). On the southern end, the nearest public CNG station is 

located at 1820 3rd Creek Rd, Knoxville, TN 37921 (less than two miles from I-40). This station is 

located 39 miles from the beginning or southern terminus of I-81 (where I-81 intersects with I-40). 

Subsequently, Tennessee proposes that FHWA consider this station as the beginning marker for the I-81 

CNG Alternative Fuels Corridor. 

The northern terminus of I-26 is on the north side of Kingsport, TN, right next to the VA line. I-26 runs 

south all the way to Charleston, SC. The first public CNG station that is within five miles of the interstate 

along I-26 is in downtown Asheville, NC (45 McCormick Place, Asheville, NC 28801), and is less than 

one mile from the interstate. This location is roughly 30 miles from the NC-TN border. Although this 

station does not fall within the State of Tennessee, Tennessee proposes that FHWA consider this location 

as the beginning marker for Tennessee’s I-26 CNG Alternative Fuels Corridor.  

 

D.3 Estimated/Projected Cost of Planned Alternative Fuel Facilities 

D.3.a Electric Charging Stations (DC Fast Chargers) 

The following table details the expected range of associated costs to acquire and install DCFC 

infrastructure, based on internal research and previously funded projects. 

Table 1. Estimated DCFC Infrastructure Station Costs 

(1 Station = 2, 120 kW DCFC with CHAdeMO + CCS Plugs) 

Scope Item Cost Range 

Site Acquisition $0-25K 

DC Fast Charging Equipment $90-220K 

Electrical Panels, Switchgear $12-26K 

Engineering, Design, Permitting $7-16K 

Utility Upgrades $35-100K 

Project Management $5-15K 

Construction Costs $70-120K 

Totals $219-522K 

 

An average of $400K is recommended for estimates. 
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D.3.b CNG Fueling Stations  

CNG fueling stations that are well-suited for corridor refueling - those that can fuel vehicles as large as 

class-8 tractor trailers and more than one at a time – are expensive. Generally, these stations can run from 

just under $1 million to $3 million per station. In Tennessee, either the Local Utility or a CNG Station 

Building Company usually takes the lead in site selection and cost development. Typically, this is done in 

collaboration with one or more “anchor tenants” or fleets that are going to be the initial users of the 

station. The site, number of fleets expected to use the station initially, and the volume of projected user 

traffic along the corridor are all factors that  impact station size and how quickly it can refuel vehicles. 

These decisions and variables will affect the total station cost.  

 

D.4 Brief Description of Possible Activities to Fill Station Gaps along the I-81 and I-26 Corridors 

D.4.a Electric Charging Stations (DC Fast Chargers) 

Throughout 2018, a core team of stakeholders—including State agencies TDEC and TDOT), electric 

utilities, cities, universities, electric vehicle (EV) manufacturers, businesses, and advocacy groups—

worked together on the development of a shared vision for electric transportation in the state. Together, 

these stakeholders comprise Drive Electric Tennessee (DET). In 2019, a DET working group conducted a 

Statewide EV Charging Infrastructure Needs Assessment to evaluate the condition of Tennessee's current 

EV charging infrastructure and to identify charging needs and potential geographic charging locations to 

support the adoption of 200,000 EVs in Tennessee. The Needs Assessment concluded that additional EV 

charging infrastructure was needed on interstate corridors to relieve range anxiety and to connect rural 

and urban areas.  

Given that DCFC highway corridor applications (and rural deployments in particular) create difficult 

business propositions for third parties and private businesses in the short term, highway corridor charging 

was identified in the Needs Assessment as the best candidate for public investment. Other EV charging 

use cases (e.g., community charging, workplace charging, residential or multi-unit dwelling charging) 

were identified as good candidates for private or public-private investment, based on market 

attractiveness and anticipated utilization.  

Accordingly, several State agencies and local stakeholders are currently in discussions to evaluate funding 

opportunities and ownership models to support implementation of a statewide, “Fast 50” DCFC network. 

Such a network would see the installation of DCFC infrastructure at strategic sites along Tennessee’s 

primary corridors (interstates) and secondary corridors (select U.S. and State highways), thereby aiding 

the State converting all Corridor-Pending Alternative Fuels Corridors  to Corridor-Ready for EV: 

• In 2019, TDEC and TDOT evaluated opportunities under the Congestion Mitigation and Air 

Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) to support EV charging infrastructure along designated 

Alternative Fuels Corridors, as established by the FAST Act’s prioritization under CMAQ to fund 

EV and CNG infrastructure located along such routes. As a result of these discussions, TDEC 

intends to submit a proposal to TDOT in February 2020, requesting that TDOT obligate a portion 

of its annual CMAQ funding to support the acquisition and installation of “Fast 50”-compliant 

DCFC infrastructure on all designated Alternative Fuels Corridor (to include both previously 

designated corridors and any newly designated corridors, as a result of this nomination). 

• In its 2020-2024 Strategic Plan, TDEC has included an objective to improve transportation 

efficiency, reduce vehicle emissions, and strengthen the resiliency of the transportation sector by 
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supporting the development of a statewide EV charging network. TDEC has also allocated the 

maximum allowable percentage (15%) of its Volkswagen Diesel Settlement Environmental 

Mitigation Trust (EMT) allocation ($6,177,588.45 in initial eligible project funds) to fund EV 

charging infrastructure under the Light Duty Zero Emission Vehicle Supply Equipment category. 

As noted in Appendix D-2 to the State Trust Agreement, these funds can be spent on the costs 

necessary for, and directly connected to, the acquisition, installation, operation, and maintenance 

of EV charging infrastructure, including for DCFC infrastructure along an interstate corridor. 

Accordingly, TDEC intends to use a portion of its EMT funding to support interstate corridor 

DCFC infrastructure, to help meet its stated four-year objective above. 

• The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), a federally-owned corporation that provides electricity 

to approximately 99.7% of the electricity service territory in the state, has also expressed an 

interest in partnering to support EV infrastructure development within their service territory The 

organization is working with TDEC to ensure that any TVA funding to be allocated in Tennessee 

will be managed in coordination with TDEC's funding, so that both funding sources can be 

leveraged to optimize effectiveness and eliminate redundancy. TDEC and TVA are also exploring 

ways to partner with local utilities in the installation, ownership, and operation of public DCFC 

interstate corridor equipment, to reduce the overall cost of charging and support long-term 

business models for operation and maintenance of such infrastructure. 

• Finally, the State is evaluating potential projects to be supported by funding from U.S. DOE’s 

Fiscal Year 2020 Advanced Vehicle Technologies Research Funding Opportunity Announcement 

(DE-FOA-0002197), made available through the Department’s Vehicle Technologies Office. 

This includes evaluation of potential EV corridor development projects under Area of Interest 14: 

Electric Vehicle and Charging Community Partner Projects. To apply, the State must submit a 

Concept Paper to the Vehicle Technologies Office by 5:00 PM ET on February 21 and, if invited 

to provide a full application, submit a full application by April 14. If awarded funding, the State 

will leverage U.S. DOE funds to support additional DCFC infrastructure development along 

FHWA-designated corridors in Tennessee. 

In addition to the vision for a statewide DC Fast Charging network described above, several partners 

continue to work with local stakeholders to secure DCFC site hosts and infrastructure installation 

opportunities along Tennessee’s interstate corridors: 

• In early 2019, Tennessee Clean Fuels began conversations with Brad Rains of Seven States 

Power Corporation, which oversees communication with and action toward installing EV 

infrastructure throughout the TVA service territory by working directly with local power 

companies (LPCs) to grow their interest in supporting EVs and EV infrastructure in their 

communities. As a result of Brad’s recent efforts, a new DCFC station along I-81 in Greenville, 

TN is currently expected to open in 2020 at 195 Van Hill Road, connecting Greeneville, TN and 

Bristol, VA, with a gap of 48.1 miles between stations, thereby making the interstate Corridor-

Ready. 

• Tennessee Clean Fuels has held multiple conversations with a group of stakeholders interested in 

building out DCFC infrastructure within the greater Tri-Cities area of Tennessee, along the I-26 

corridor. In particular, East Tennessee Clean Fuels has coordinated a group of stakeholders 

representing the First Tennessee Development District, the Black Bear Solar Institute, the Town 

of Unicoi, the Blue Ridge EV Club in Asheville, NC, the Land-of-Sky Clean Vehicles Coalition, 

Erwin Utilities, and the Knoxville TDOT Office of Community Transportation to discuss the 
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viability of potential site locations for a DCFC in either Erwin or Unicoi, TN. The establishment 

of a station in either of these areas would generate a 50-mile-or-less distance between the nearest 

DCFC station to the south in Asheville, NC and a 50-mile-or-less distance between the nearest 

DCFC station to the north in Bristol, VA. Tennessee Clean Fuels plans to continue this 

conversation to bring interested projects or proposals together to fill in the infrastructure gaps 

along corridors in northeast Tennessee.  

D.4.b CNG Fueling Stations 

East Tennessee Clean Fuels has continuously communicated with partners to discuss increasing public 

CNG stations along major corridors in Tennessee for 15 years including the Tri-Cities area. Discussions 

have mostly focused on the Kingsport area due to a) interest there and b) the need for an anchor fleet and 

have included potential fleet and refueling partners, such as Eastman and Summer-Taylor Highway 

Construction Firm. Conversations have yet resulted in the opening of public CNG refueling stations in the 

upper northeast area of Tennessee.   

In recent years, ETCF has identified new contacts including Bristol, TN Mayor, Margaret Feierabend, a 

few government officials and networked individuals in the Johnson City area. In addition, the recent 

release of VW Settlement EMT funding opportunities have resulted in new connections with fleets and 

government entities in northeast Tennessee interested in pursuing alternative fuels.   

ETCF has established strong working relationships with the neighboring U.S. DOE Clean Cities 

Coalitions in Virginia (Virginia Clean Cities) and Greater Asheville, NC (Land of Sky Clean Vehicles 

Coalition), through various projects and opportunities, particularly focusing on CNG, for more than a 

decade.  

Due to the high cost of the station compression, cost of storage and the need for maintenance facility 

modifications, CNG is one of the most difficult infrastructure challenges to mount . However, with the 

knowledge and experience of partners in the region we believe that we can overcome financial barriers to 

implement CNG in the next few years.  

A few other items of note: 

✓ There are 113 miles from the public CNG station along I-40 in Knoxville  and the end of 

Tennessee’s segment from Bristol, VA along I-81. One CNG station anywhere along I-81 or I-26 

in Johnson City or Kingsport would yield a less-than-150-miles connection for CNG. 

✓ Similarly, there are only 94 miles from the nearest public CNG station on I-26 in Asheville, NC 

onward to Bristol, VA. One additional CNG station anywhere in this region would yield a less-

than-150 mile connection for CNG.  

✓ One of Tennessee’s three renewable natural gas (RNG) facilities is in Hawkins County in 

northeast Tennessee – Carter Valley. ETCF knows the owner/operator well and expects to 

conduct outreach to fleets and potential station owners in the area to highlight RNG opportunities 

and associated emissions benefits 
 

D.5. Signage Plans along the Corridors 

Both the Middle-West Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition and the East Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition, 

known collectively as Tennessee Clean Fuels, or TCF, have leveraged funding from U.S. DOE’s Clean 

Cities program to assist in the development of Alternative Fuels Corridors  and  signage recommendations 

along Tennessee’s Corridor-Ready Alternative Fuels Corridors. Additionally, TCF organizes and 

participates in the Southeast Corridors Council, which is a forum for Southeastern Clean Cities Coalitions 
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and Departments of Transportation to share Alternative Fuels Corridors and signage updates from their 

respective states.  

TCF representatives have met with staff from TDOT’s Sign Policy, Design, and Programs Section, who 

agreed that TDOT can create corridor identification signage under their General Service Sign Program, as 

established by FHWA’s Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and the accompanying 

Memorandum dated December 21, 2016, Information and Action: MUTCD Signing for Designated 

Alternative Fuel Corridors. TCF recently created a database of potential corridor identification signage 

locations along current, designated Alternative Fuels Corridors with signage falling approximately every 

50 miles. TCF plans to complete this analysis for any newly designated corridors. For each corridor, staff 

considered the density/congestion of specific interchanges  to compile a list of locations that could 

accommodate extra signage. This would assist with alleviating concerns of improper sign  placement near 

urban areas and downtown exits. Latitude and longitude coordinates were identified for each site, to 

determine specific signage locations.. The database facilitates the determination of areas of signage 

prioritization and potential corridor “Begin” and “End” signage for  alternative fuels.  

Additionally, TCF and the Southeast Corridors Council will discuss regional signage consistency and 

opportunities for collaboration with Departments of Transportation and FHWA representatives from 

across the Southeast. The Council seeks to view “Begin” and “End” signage from a regional perspective 

to minimize posting of signage on a state-by-state basis. Tennessee originally considered incorporating 

alternative fuels corridor station location signage within the state’s existing Logo Sign Program. Section 

2J.01 (Eligibility) of the MUTCD does not accommodate alternative fuels under the Gas Logo Sign 

Program. 

Given this determination, it is probable that TDOT will not incorporate alternative fuels corridor signage 

into the preexisting Logo Sign Program and will instead re-promulgate the State’s signage rules to 

introduce exit-specific, alternative fuels infrastructure signage in Tennessee. TCF is crafting a proposal to 

TDOT’s Lead Traffic Engineer, which will explain its recommendations for alternative fuels corridor 

signage-specific legislation. Should the recommendations be approved, TDOT and TCF will work 

together to select signage placement and design for designated corridors across the state. 
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