NAFCC - Corridor Council AGENDA for NATIONAL ALTERNATIVE FUEL
December 1, 2022

(Just Clean Cities coalitions) .\./. ® Co R R I D o R

REMEMBER - Our main purpose for today’s call is to lay out >\ \,.~ CO U N C I L
the agenda for next month’s meeting with the DOTs! () o

MAIN PURPOSES OF THE COUNCIL:
1. Fully support DOT and FHWA Alternative Fuel Corridor objectives
2. Facilitate visually consistent DOT/FWHA Alternative Fuel Corridor Signage Programs across all our states,
included for both Identification (corridor) and Directional (wayfinding) Signage
3. Establish regular calls and meetings with involved state DOT officials to develop criteria for developing
effective Alternative Fuel sighage programs

AGENDA

1. Welcome any new members into the group!

2. Any updates from FHWA on MUTCD - Scarpino, Turchetta, Costa?

3. Clean Cities Coalitions - Make sure you are taking care of adding your contact additions with
DOTs or other partners from your state in here:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/10S0vsHCilyxmBiVrgbGKwlhuFPTgSw00-Auen8v4gw/
edit#gid=0

4. Some/Many of us are getting emails, phone calls, etc. out of the blue - how are you all handling
these communications?

What should we be discussing with our DOTs during the December 2022 call?
SUGGESTIONS:

1. NOI - if you submitted comments, have you received a reply?

2. How are state DOTs (or coalition partners) going to handle site selection? Have you developed
criteria? Are there some main ones (beyond what’s required) that seem to be more important to
you or your state DOT for your state?

Timelines - how long do states expect to give winning proposals to complete their projects?
4. Buy America - how will you use waivers? (Do some of you think they will almost become standard
operating procedure based on what we know right now?)

w

------------------- ADDITIONAL INFO - TWO ITEMS

Discretionary Grant Program Info

From Shannon Tillman, ACFC: “We were discussing the timeline for the discretionary grants under NEVI
and | couldn't remember the timeline. | looked it up and they were supposed to have that out on
November 15th so they are clearly behind on that. Below is the description of how that grant program
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should work in a broad sense. Just wanted you all to have this info. They have also not (at least from
what | am seeing) released final guidance as a result of their Notice of Proposed Rulemaking where they
requested comments (could be tied into the final guidance they are working on).”

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) shall establish a competitive grant program to fill gaps in
publicly accessible electric vehicle charging and hydrogen, propane, and natural gas fueling
infrastructure in community locations, such as parking facilities, public schools, public parks, or along
public roads. Funding of up to 80% of project costs will be available for both development-phase planning
activities and the acquisition and installation of charging or alternative fueling infrastructure. Five
percent of the grant fund awarded may be used for educational and community engagement activities to
develop and implement education programs through partnerships with schools, community
organizations, and vehicle dealerships to support the use of zero-emission vehicles and associated
infrastructure. DOT must prioritize projects that expand access to charging and alternative fueling
infrastructure within rural areas, low- and moderate-income neighborhoods, and communities with
limited parking space or a high ratio of multi-unit dwellings to single-family homes. Eligible entities
include states, metropolitan planning organizations, local governments, political subdivisions, and tribal
governments. Additional funding eligibility and considerations will apply. (Reference Public Law 117-58
and 23 U.S. Code 151)

Mark Bentley asked ICF “What fast chargers are currently complaint with Buy America FHWA
requirements?”
From Alexia Heinrich, ICF-TRS:

“Hi Mark,

We do not have an updated list of Buy America compliant electric vehicle (EV) charging stations. The
spreadsheet we previously sent on October 11, 2022, includes information on companies that
manufacture EV chargers in the United States based on information from the company. Note that some
companies may claim that they meet requirements for Buy America, but we cannot verify compliance.
Additionally, please note that any manufacturers not noted in the spreadsheet may still manufacture
their equipment in the United States.

Due to confusion around Buy America requirements for EV charging stations, the U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT) and U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) issued a Request for Information (RFI)
(https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/24/2021-25717/buy-america-request-for-informa
tion) in November 2021. The intent of the RFI was to gather information on shifting EV charger
manufacturing and assembly processes to the United States. DOT and DOE were interested in hearing
about the availability of EV chargers manufactured and assembled in the United States, including
whether they comply with applicable Buy America requirements. Comments on the RFl were due in
January 2022.

In April 2022, the White House Office of Management and Budget published the Memorandum for
Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies: Initial Implementation Guidance on Application of Buy
America Preference in Federal Financial Assistance Programs for Infrastructure
(https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/M-22-11.pdf). This directed federal
agencies to determine how Buy America guidance is applied to infrastructure programs. As stated on
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page 2, "this memorandum provides implementation guidance to Federal agencies on the application of:
(1) a “Buy America” preference to Federal financial assistance programs for infrastructure; and (2) a
transparent process to waive such a preference, when necessary."

Recently, DOT’s Federal Highway Administration published a Notice of Proposed Waiver of Buy America
Requirements for EV Chargers
(https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/08/31/2022-18831/notice-of-proposed-waiver-of-buy
-america-requirements-for-electric-vehicle-chargers). In particular, we strongly suggest reviewing the
section titled “November 2021 Request for Information,” which reviews comments received in the
November 2021 RFI mentioned above.

Additionally, the Notice of Proposed Waiver is seeking comments on proposed modifications of Buy
America requirements for EV charging stations including a transitional timeline for EV chargers to meet
Build America, Buy America Act requirements. For questions or comments related to the Notice of
Proposed Waiver please provide comment on the official Notice of Proposed Waiver docket available on
regulations.gov (https://www.requlations.gov/document/FHWA-2022-0023-0001). The commend period
ended on September 30, 2022.

Given the complexity and uncertainty around meeting Buy America requirements, we don’t have an
update to the list of EV chargers that are manufactured in the United States. For a few examples of
manufacturers of EV charging infrastructure with domestic manufacturing plans, please see the following
White House fact sheet:
https://www.whitehouse.qov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/02/08/fact-sheet-biden-harris-ad
ministration-ensuring-future-is-made-in-america/.

Did we miss the mark? Let us know so that we can course correct and get you what you need. Also,
please do not hesitate to follow up if you have additional questions.”
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